Severe visual loss and orbital infarction following periorbital aesthetic poly-(L)-lactic acid (PLLA) injection.
Visual loss following esthetic treatment of the face is a rare but devastating iatrogenic complication. The authors report a case of a 43-year-old man with blindness and ophthalmoplegia of the left eye following a treatment of the left periorbital region with the subcutaneous filler poly-(L)-lactic acid. The patient's symptoms began immediately following one of the tunneled injections. On presentation, the patient had clear signs of ocular and orbital ischemia. Angiography and further history suggested an embolic orbital infarction as the mechanism of injury. The increased usage of subcutaneous fillers for facial rejuvenation had introduced a small but proven risk of embolization of these viscous materials to the eye and orbit.